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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT
TRANSMITTED BEFORE MAILING OF FIRST OFFICE ACTION

MAIL STOP AMENDMENT
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
<Arlington, VA 22313-1450

Sir:

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, Applicants hereby submit this
Information Disclosure Statement together with a completed Form PTO/SB/08A and a copy
of each reference cited and an English-language Abstract thereof. All of the references are
cited in the specification on page 3 by way of Preliminary Amendment.

No fee is believed to be due for the filing of this Information Disclosure
Statement as it is being submitted before a first Office Action on the merits. Nevertheless,
the Commissioner for Patents is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may
be required to Deposit Account No. 23-0650. The original and two copies of this Information
Disclosure Statement are enclosed.

Respectfully submitted,

WEBB ZIESENHEIM LOGSDON
ORKIN & HANSON, P.C.

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with B /ﬁz 6%‘%__ B
the United States Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope Y :
addressed to Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Kent E. Baldauf
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on June 4, 2004, Registration No. 25,8
Diane Paull Attorney for Applicants
(Name of Person Mailing Document) 700 Koppers Bui|ding
06/04/2004 436 Seventh Avenue
Signature Date Pittsburgh, PA 156219-1818
Telephone: 412-471-8815

Facsimile: 412-471-4094
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Substitute for form 1449A/PTO
Complete if Known
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE Application Number 10/783,114
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT Filing Date February 20, 2004
First Named Inventor Masahiko Yamamoto
(use as many sheets as necessary) Group Art Unit 2858
Examiner Name Not Yet Assigned
Sheet | 1 [ of ] 1 Attorney Docket Number 1217-040374
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS
Examiner | Cite U.S. Patent Document | Name of Patentee or Applicant | Date of Publication Pages, Columns, Lines,
Initials* No.! —{ of Cited Document of Cited Document Where Relevant
Number Kind Code MM-DD-YYYY Passages or Relevant
Figures Appear
FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS
Examiner Cite Foreign Patent Document Name of Patentec or | Date of Publication Pages, Columns, Lines,
Initials No.! Kind Applicant of Cited of Cited Document Where Relevant Passages
Office® Number* Code® Document or Relevant Figures Appear T
JP(2001) 2001-035891 A Koji et al. Feb. 9, 2001 English Abstract attached
JP(2000) 2000-227401 A Hideki et al. Aug. 15, 2000 English Abstract attached
JP(2000) 2000-182061 A Shigeiji et al. June 30, 2000 English Abstract attached
JP(1998) 10-256278 A Osamu Sep. 25, 1998 English Abstract attached
JP(1997) 09-092692 A Yasuhiro et al. Apr. 4, 1997 English Abstract attached
Examiner Date
Signature Considered

*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

'Unique citation designation number. 2See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. >Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter
code (WIPO Standard ST.3). “For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial
number of the patent document. *Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if
possible. ®Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached.

Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments on the
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